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BARBARA \WESTBROOK MAY BE KNOWN for creating some of the

most breathtaking residences from Buckhead to West Palm Beach
but the abode she calls home - nestled humbly in the Chattahoochee
River valley —is more unassuming than youd expect. From the out
sade, it's a simiple brick-and -clapboard structure. Burt inside, it's every
indication of this designer’s comfortable, layered style

It was almost four years ago that Westbrook decided to keave be
hind a larger home in her suburban neighborhood to search for some
thing a little smaller, somewhere slower in pace. Happily, one of her
colleagues had recently purchased a home in just such a place. an oft
forgotten community known as the Whittier Mill V illage Historic
Daserice, and made the suggestion that set things in motion, The aging
village—laid out in a crescent around a turm-of-the century cotton
mill - was one of the first to rise from the ashes of the Civil War and
survives today as one of Atlanta’s oldest residential communitics
While some of its structures have succombed to the test of time, the
storied mill houses and a few commercial buildings. like the old coun
try store, remain. It is the larrer thar Westbrook has made her home

Just nine milkes from the designer’s Buckhead office, it seems like

a world away. And that's exactly what she's grown to love about it
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(5 It ving réom has really nico Ight,” says Wostbrook. "R's 2 groat
nighttme space Sut s Just aa pretty In the daySght. | love 50 open up the
window treatmenty they're all juat linen scrm and they Alter evenything®

felow A makethift Srafing mook—compioio with a2 dra'ting stool and
articulried virtage lamp—offen Westhrook the ideal spot %0 vt and sketch
A simple Roman shade makes it easy 1o adust the Sght while a rocmy leather
Sub char and wodl throw provice a comiortable spot for contomplation,

During the workweck, Buckhead is her stomping grounds—where
she works, meets friends for dinner and attends church functions. But
back home, she takes pk‘.\v_u‘n: in daily strolls thire -||g|l the par k, sketch
ing cabinctry in her Jr.’xr.nng nook, and curling up with favornite books
and her two beloved cars

With modest proportions but high ceilings, the 1,000-square-foot
space allowed Westbrook the perfect opportunity to work her deco
rating magic. “I knew that | wanted to create privacy and delineate
the space without losing the sense of volume,” she explains. “Even
though it’s only 1,000 square fect, because of the tall ceilings it fecks
very open, not cramped " Getting straight to work, Westbrook com
pleted much of the renovations in six short weeks, including the ad
dition of a custom kitchen and two 8-foot Aoating walls to separate
the living, sleeping and dining arcas, plus a fresh coat of paint

Because Westbrook had participated in many show houses over
the years she had a treasure trone nl"b\'nlll\ used” prcces in \lnl.lg\'
a few of which she knew would work beautifully in the space, so she
took very little from her former home. In the breakfast room. the de
signer paired modern white Klismos chairs with a well-worn monk’s

leather tooling rable for 2 smart juxtaposition of sleck and rustic
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